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NBC MEET THE PRESS
31 July 1983

RALE Gooc cay Ifrom Wezshingtonm. I zm Marvin Relb, inviting vou to Feet the Precss
with Cengressmen Bob Michel of Illinoic, the number one Kepublican in the House of
Representztives.

e
NOUNCZIR: Meet the Prese, zn unrehezrsed press conference,

nf ig & public affairs
presentation of NBC News.

Our guest tocay on Meel the Press is Congreseman Bob Michel of Illinois,
Fepublicen leader of the Bousce of Representztives. 4 member of the Bouse for 26
years, Mr. Michel has been serving recently z¢ chief spokesman in the Bouse for
ecministreztion policies in Centrel! Americz. Our reporlers today are Jamec Risser of
ihe Des Moines Register; Pzul "Luvsdorf of The Dzlize Mo- ning News; Den *Oberdorfer of
ihe Washington Posl] anc to open the questioning. our reguler panelist Bill Monroe,
with NBC News. MONROZ: Congressman Kichel, the House voted Thurscesy night to cut off

secrel 21c to the rebels fighting the government of Nicarzgua using bases in Honduras.
Now, that vote coes not now have the effect of lew, but do you expect President Reagan
to take note of that voie anc to modify hie po’1c1e=7 YICEBEL: Well, I think it's

quite obvious that we knew we hzd trouble with that vote ezrlier on when the whole

¢iscussion began. I woulc suspect, however, thzt the resolution that we passed in the
Fouse woulcd not, would die of warning in the Senzte. 1If per chance it €did pass the
Semzle, obviously the president woulc veto it. 4nc with the kinc of vole we had in

the House of Representatives, his will woulcd be sustzined. But thet isn't te sa2y the
1ssue has gone awey. I think when we hzve lo zuthorize for the Intelligence Committee

anc zll the rest later on, azfter they recess, the issue may very well have to be
enjcined again.

MONROZ: Some Democrets zre szving when thet issvpe Se Joinec zgzin, 2s you have
sketchec, anc they hzve to put ur money for the CI4 anc other erganizations, that if
the House celetec money, deletes money for this secret war agzinst Nicaraguz, then the
ecéminmisiration wiil have te stop covert zid (c those rebels. ls thzt correct?

MICEZL: Well, there's no cuestion zbout it. The, uh, the president, vou know, can
cnly spenc thet which i¢ zuthorized by the Congrecs. So thzt'l)l be = very key
cdec:eiom thet {ime.
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MOWROE: Cengressmen,

E traticn szve thet the whole purpose ol its secret zid
to (nese rebels in Nicarzguz wae to intercict the flow ¢f zrme from Nicaraguz teo El
Szivacder. Tne Democrzts in the House zre now s2ying, 'Fine We will put up the same
eameunt of memey te ce that in 2n open way.' What's the metter witl that? MICEZL:
Weli, the p:ob‘ew 1 3t's gonnz cost considerebly mere. 4né I'm tzlking about
nuncreds of millions of dollars. The estimates zre. for example, overt aclion simply
Lo ceal off the borders, I guess, of El Szlvador woulcd be in the neighborhood of $300
million the fi st vezr, & huncrec million dollars Tor the next succeeding years.

1

Actually what we've been doing up to this point, we're getting done for z lot fever
collare zctuzlly being zpproprizted, and I think it's been fa:rly successful. Now,
Demo ts have been criticzl becasuse rzther thzn cim ply-interdicting, the interdiction
£ . there hzve been those who have been rallying to the cesuse to interdiect those
, who've been making statements to the effect that they hzve some other things in
ind, possibly, with the umsettling of thi ngs in Nicasraguz. Now, acmittedly, we have
c

ontrel over the indivicuzl statements of those individuzle, but I think it's kind
ancilliary effect, 2z side ef
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fect that takes plece when you've once rzllied them

of &n
te vour cazuse to do your ticcing. But thet is z bone of contention.

-
ReLZ: Our zuest on Meel the Press, the House
<

Republican Lezder Bob Nichel. Mr.
Coerdorfer?

LONTIN Uy
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ORZRDORFER: Congressman, I woulc Jike to fcliow up on & couple of things vou szid 2
L T

momert zgo. 4g I understanc you, vou're SE"iDg that :f the House coesn't vote the
money for the counterrevblutionary zctivi tv in Nicaragua. there's no question but what
the acdministrztion czn't spend :f. Whai is vour estimzte of the likelihooc¢ that the
Bovse., hzving votec tc cul cfif the money, will reverse itself now anc vote the money
leter on? MICHEL: Well, I think thaet'se zlwzve 2 pess: Dllity_ When members rezlize
thzt the option here is one of overt versus covert assistance and the overt assistance
woulid be so much more expensive &l z time of budget res:.aian and monumentzl funds
for delfense, some members might have some seconc thoughts zbout it. And frankly,
thece'll be an intervel of time beiween now and that time in which the folks out there
in the country can spesk to their inc:ividually elected members of Congress. And my
personzl feeling i1s thet this whole issue is cne that ought to be talked zbout more
informetively Dy our consiituencies out there, who, frankly, up to this point, have
not, 1 don't think, recognized fully what the problem is, number one, zncd number two,
what th om:n;strat:on policy it to cezl with that problem.

OBERDORFER: Well, ci course, as ] hearc the cdebzte in these last severzl days, in the

Bouse, the real guestion wazsn't the money or how much money was to be spent. The

guestion was the Democrzt:c leadership and 2 lot cf other people felt it was wrong for
the Unitec States to be fimancing an 1“vasion of znother countiry. And their covert
money was for the purpose of mot going into Nicsrzgus, but helping these other
countries. Do vou think thet they're gonne change the5r mincd about the idez of
finencing an :nvasien of Nicargues between now and the fz2ll. and if so, why? MICHEL:
Well, I hzve & problem with czlling it an invesion of Nicaragus. 4nd vou'll have to
look 2t the geographics of that region to reccgnize whai you're doing by way of
intercicling arme going Irom Nicarzgus te El Seslvador. And unless you're going to
hzve the kind cf force... You know, in Vieinam we speni probably upwards of £3
billion trying to seel off & particular zres or sanctuary. When you get to this very
compliczted bueiness of zctueslly sezling off = border, it gets to be very expensive.
I'm not sure whether cor mol our cpponments in this thing would like to commit American
trocps to pert of thet effort. I certainly do not want to. Anc I would rzther use
these indigenous fcrces that z2re there to do some of our bidéing if theyv're inclined
tc o so rziher than Reving the preospect of the 4merican itroops a2ctuzlly engzged.
C2ZRDORTEIR: Well, let me follow vup. MICHEL: But that's the furthest thing we want
{o heve heppen c¢own there.

O3LRDORTIZR: Let me follow up on this question zbout intercicition. You and others
I ic¢ thet's the purpose, tc interdict zrms... MICHEL: VYes.

ZR: ...going into El Szlvedor. Now, this morning, Charlie Mecore of The New
nes, wnc many of us know zs 2 very fine reporier with & let of

[

expérience, 18
re in El Szlvador, znd he reports the flow of military supplies to the

rzn rebels from outside the countries hzs been owlv 2 trickle for meny months,
ng to officizls here in Wzshington. Anc he quotes 2 semior administration
icial 2s sesying thaet's true zné thzt the Szlvadoran rebels have little need of such;
s1¢. He 18 saving basically, as I understand it, that this i¢ z phony issue, that the
zarms zre not coming in from Nicarazguez to El Szlvedor. Do you think this is so, or do
vou think vou've been hzd aboul Vuct you've been told? XICEEL: Well, I think we've
been making some progress. You know, you just can't discount whzt we've been doing
c¢own there and what effect i1l hzs hed up to thnis peint, evern though it's rather =
limitec period of fime. 4Ancd so our, I think, there's ne guestien in my mind, but
zéministration iz one of stzbilizing the situation inm El Szlvador so that we cazn cool

(ONTINUEDR
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F: You zle

bout what the dan
t reve shown th
rring up the

¢ing a2mong the public
there've been some polls

c sz2:¢ you think there's some misunders

ger

2t the public understands that the Nicarzguans znd Cubzns are
ou

o'

ter
is from the situztion down there._ Bu

<
t trouble covn there, bul they just den't want to gel the United States
cre isn't thet pert of the problem with 21l of this? MICHEL: Well, 1
kink that's true. In my own poll that I tock in my district, you know, the idez,
hat kinc of marks do you give the president for his overzll conduct of foreign
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, &nc they': i£e hi And L] he 253
., &I Y re ou:de high. And then J gel o the specific guest:
ent

tral Americz, and

e vould v . ct the Acmim:eroonioo . . .

Tk the you UP?O_L tne1=cm:n‘sL;=t:on s policy toward (Cen
by s £ ks P 3 A e’ . ) )

t Y .ofposec toa1t. 4nd 1 haae to think in my own mind cdo they really
Tecognize wnal our .problem it znd what w t to i Jo: :
‘;:Zé i 2t our p1ou1er 18 &nc whzl we ought teo be deing zbout it. And ] would
think there isn't e¢ll that good z knowledge out there. that it is an educationzl
process thel haze to unfold. - e
LUVEDORF: Ien't part of it 3

SDUS € h ¢ e fear of tting :in ; ! i

SUISPONE dsnll ¢ ; i thouc?, ¢ Tear ol gelling :involved in another bottomless
pit mezn. (he worc Vieinam it furnec zround z lot but that, if stazrted smzll
- - - S . -5 - e - - 3 . : &=
Lhere, anc tnen There we were. MICHIL: Well. 1 think there's some danger to that i
think *hece' < that wi j R STy R
toink ihere £ no guesiion thet whenever there's the poss:bilitly of involvement of
~TEercar by o 1 = & 5 ) ) ' ;
American troops, even when we tzlk azbout 55 militery ascdvisers, my view it to hold that
number 2t that level 4nd 1've made it quite clear to the edminictration Now
-9 - = - - - 2 - . b e i
%nezg § some zpprehension anc fezr out there on the pzrt of the American bli
cgon T want to get too fazr out in £ t j 3 hetber irve s "

o t far D ironi. 4ny commander leazcing, whether it's =
p_:}?on, company or an army, you've got to hzve the troopt supportine you, and I'm
tzlking zbout the Ameri ' ing t “policy in a6 : ‘

glhi g.fDOLE the American public supporting the overzll policy in 2¢dition to havi
& meyer:iy of the Congress. . ) e
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